
Successful  Thoughtful  Aspirational  Respectful  Supportive 

Dear Parents, 
 

In assembly this week we looked at how to keep ourselves safe. We looked at how to keep ourselves safe in school by following our three new 
school rules- Be Safe, Be Kind,  Be Responsible. We discussed how  practising fire drills and lockdown procedures can keep us safe in an    
emergency. The PANTS rule was recapped, you can visit the NSPCC for more advice about how to talk to your child about the rules. Reminders 
about keeping safe online were also shared along with appropriate age limits for apps.  Children were reminded that they can put their name 
card in the worry box or they can talk to any adult in school if they are worried about something. If you have any safeguarding  concerns about 
a pupil please email: safeguarding@forestdale.croydon.sch.uk 

Working Together It was lovely to see so many of you at Working Together this week—We hope you found the session helpful and enjoyed 
the opportunity to connect with other parents.   You should have received this term’s curriculum letter by email.  

PTA Events Year 6 Cake Off raised £222.64.  

Thank you to all of those who donated or made cakes and to the PTA for organising this. 

End of day A big thank you to all our parents and carers for your support this week in ensuring children leave the school site promptly after 
being handed over to you and for helping us keep children off the field and gym equipment after school. 

We really appreciate everyone following the guidance, which helps keep our children safe and allows clubs to start on time.  

A big thank you to Josh, Mr Tosen’s son, who kindly came in over the weekend to jet wash all the pathways outside Year 1. The area is looking 
fresh and clean and the Year 1 children have really enjoyed making the most of their lovely new outdoor space. Thank you, Josh, for giving up 
your time to help!  

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Aburrow 
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Attendance 

Celebrating Attendance  Weekly Prize Winners from 7th and 11th September 

The lucky winners who had 100% attendance last week are: Riley in Holly, Poppy in Birch, Liam in Maple, Maya in Larch and Matilda in          

Hawthorn.   

Gates and punctuality—Beat the Bell!!  The class that Beat the Bell last week was: Birch.  

School Council Elections 

Today, children in Years 2 to 6 took part in elections to choose their class School Council representatives. It is important that children have the 
opportunity to take part in the democratic process and have their voices heard. 

A huge thank you to our outgoing School Council — Jaxon, Kiera, Ama, Jude, Mia, Mason, Darcie, Bonnie, Albie, Rayan and Zach — for all their 
hard work and for representing their classes’ views on a variety of subjects, including school meals and school discos. They have certainly 
made their voices heard! They helped our local MP, Natasha Irons, launch her campaign for a pedestrian crossing on Featherbed Lane, lobbied 
for chicken nuggets to be added to the school lunch menu, and asked the PTA for a Pyjama Disco — coming next year! We are incredibly 
proud of the way they have represented their classmates and contributed to school life. 

Some of the manifesto ideas included:  board game donations for wet play, Year 6 mentoring Year 1, litter picking and keeping the school 
grounds tidy. Introduce more cooking into our learning; fun Friday with quizzes, games and challenges.  

We will have results next week.  
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In Class This Week  

In Reception, the children have been enjoying learning about their feelings and developing their confidence in talking about 
their emotions. They have particularly loved reading  The Colour Monster and have enjoyed sharing their own experiences and 
feelings during our circle time discussions. The children have also had lots of fun making Colour Monster stick puppets and 
models, helping to develop their fine motor skills along the way.  

This week in Year 1, the children have enjoyed continuing their learning based on the book Flower Block by Lanisha Butterfield 
in English. During independent learning time, the children created new characters for the story and described them using ad-
jectives. In science, the children learnt about different body parts and the five senses. The children enjoyed making and       
labelling body parts out of playdough and tasting four different foods, describing how they tasted. At the creative table, the 
children enjoyed mixing the primary colours to make  secondary colours before adding more of one colour to create different 
shades! 
 
This week, Year 2 have been learning about how school was different in the past. They were lucky enough to  welcome a        
special visitor who shared their memories of going to school many years ago. The children had  prepared some fantastic        
questions and enjoyed finding out about what school life was like in the past. They learnt lots of interesting facts and were  
particularly shocked to hear that children were not allowed to bring packed lunches to school! It was a wonderful opportunity 
for the children to compare school life in the past with their own experiences today. 

It has been a busy and exciting time in Year 3, with the children enjoying lots of opportunities to learn, explore and develop 
new skills across the curriculum. In English, the children have been inspired by their class text, Flower Block, to write informa-
tive pieces about how to take care of plants. They have been working hard to organise their ideas clearly, using headings, sub-
headings and paragraphs to make their writing engaging and easy to follow. In maths, the children have been developing their 
understanding of number by practising counting in ones, tens and hundreds. They have been using number lines to explore 
numbers all the way up to 1,000, building confidence with larger numbers along the way. Our science learning has taken us 
inside the human body! The children have been discovering the important           functions of our bones and exploring how 
different bones are shaped and adapted for their different roles. In  history, we have travelled far back in time to begin explor-
ing the fascinating world of Prehistory. The children have started learning about the different prehistoric eras, beginning with 
the Stone Age, and are enjoying discovering what life was like thousands of years ago. 

It has been another busy week of learning in Year 4! Firstly, thank you to all the parents and carers who attended Working To-
gether - it was great to be able to share with you our upcoming learning! This week in English, we concluded our Flower Block 
unit by writing persuasive letters encouraging people to visit the rooftop garden in the story. In maths, we continued develop-
ing our understanding of place value by partitioning numbers up to 10,000. In science, we explored the digestive system 
through a hands-on experiment, using juice to represent stomach acid and tights to model the intestines! It was messy but lots 
of fun.  In PSHE, we learnt about the power of positive thoughts and how having a positive mindset can help us when facing 
challenges. In art, we continued practising our skills of creating tints and shades, using these techniques to add greater detail 
and depth to our paintings. Finally, in history, we investigated why the Romans invaded      Britain, considering the different 
reasons they decided to cross the sea to get here.  

Year 5 really enjoyed  parents coming into school this week for Working Together- it was great to share our learning environ-
ment with you and share our curriculum. In science we explored sieving as a method of separation for solids as we searched 
for gold in soil! In art, we  described our identify and scribed these words over our faces using tracing paper, using mixed me-
dia to add to our portrait techniques. In English, we have written our diary entries and the teachers are very impressed with 
children using figurative language to entertain their reader.  Finally in maths we have been partitioning numbers up to 
1,000,000, getting to grips with these large figures and really understanding the value of each digit. Well done for all your hard 
work Year 5!  

In Year 6, during the week in which Battle of Britain Day is commemorated, we explored the impact of the Battle of Britain on 
the RAF in our history lessons. Pupils learned about how pilots and mechanics were affected, using oral histories to gain an 
insight into their experiences. In PSHE, pupils created a self-care diary and reflected on the different ways they can look after 
their physical and emotional well-being throughout the week. In science, we learned about different cold-blooded vertebrates 
and classified them according to their common characteristics. 



Harvest Donations                                                                                                                         
On Monday, 28th September, we will be celebrating our Harvest       
Festival with a whole school assembly. We are delighted to welcome 
Rev Gentilella from St Mary's Church,  Addington, who will lead the ser-
vice for us.   
We would be grateful if children could bring gifts of non-perishable food 
items,  toiletries and household items which we will share  between the 
Vine Food Bank in New Addington and our own Forestdale Hub.        
Donations of the following would be gratefully received. 

Essential Tinned Foods: Meat, fish, vegetables, soup, baked beans, 
chopped tomatoes, fruit, and tinned puddings (rice pudding or          
custard). 
Packet & Dry Goods: Pasta, rice, noodles, instant mash, biscuits,   
breakfast cereals, porridge, and long-life sauces. 
Long-Life Drinks: UHT milk, fruit juice, squash, tea bags, and jarred   
instant coffee. 
Emergency Toiletries: Shower gel, shampoo, soap, deodorant,          
toothpaste, toothbrushes, and feminine hygiene products. 
Household Basics: Washing-up liquid, laundry detergent, toilet roll, and 
small household cleaning items.                                                                                                                                                  

Please ensure that the use by dates are valid. Donations are welcome 

Lucy the Dog – Regular Visits to School 

Following the positive experience of Lucy the dog visiting us during 
the summer term, we are delighted to share that Lucy will now be 
visiting school more regularly. 

These visits will provide children with opportunities to develop their 
understanding of animals and support their social, emotional and 
educational development in a safe and structured environment. 

All visits will be carefully managed and will follow our Animals in 
School Policy, ensuring that the wellbeing and safety of both the 
children and Lucy remain our priority. In line with this policy, Lucy 
will be kept on a lead at all times while she is around the children. 
She also has her own designated area for toileting, away from the 
children's play and learning areas, to support good hygiene and 
maintain a safe environment. 

We ask that parents and carers inform their child’s class teacher of 
any known allergies, phobias or concerns relating to dogs, so that 
appropriate arrangements can be made to support every child   
during Lucy’s visits. 

Key Dates 2026 

Term dates are on the school website here.  

The school calendar is on the website here. You can subscribe 
to our feed to have all our diary dates  automatically appear in  
your Outlook, ical or Gmail account.  

Subscribe here 

Wednesday 23rd September Individual & sibling photos 

Thursday 24th September Volunteer Coffee Morning 

Monday 28th September Harvest Assembly 

Tuesday 29th September Year 3 & Year 4 Cross Country 

Wednesday 30th September Year 5 and Year 6 Cross country 

Tuesday 6th October Year 4 Roman Day 

Wednesday 7th October Year 6 WWII artefact handling 

Thursday 8th October Year 3 Stone Age Day 

Friday 9th October Year 5 Cake Off 

Wednesday 14th October Year 5 Viking Workshop 

Wednesday 14th October Parent consultation meetings 

Thursday 15th October Parent consultations meetings 

Wednesday 21st October Larch Class Assembly 

Thursday 22nd October PTA Neon Disco 3.15pm—4.30pm 

Friday 23rd October Inset Day—school closed 

Wednesday 4th November Hawthorn Class Assembly 

Thursday 5th November Oak Class Assembly 

Flu Immunisations                                                                          
The school nurses will be on site to administer the flu           
immunisation on Thursday 19th November. 

Please use the link provided to access the electronic consent 
form: http://cypcis.kingstonandrichmond.nhs.uk/flu/2026/
croydon                                                                                                 
The deadline for submitting your e-consent form is: Friday 
13th November.                                

Please complete one consent form for each child to ensure 
your child receives their vaccination 

Nasal and injectable (porcine gelatine free) flu vaccination will 
be offered and the parent can make an  informed choice on 
the consent form.     

Please complete the consent form even if you decide you do 
not want to vaccinate your child against flu this year.                                                                      
Tel: 020 3903 3360  Email: krft.croydonimms@nhs.net 

Volunteer Coffee Morning 

We are holding a Coffee Morning at 8.50am on Thursday 24th           
September  for any parents and grandparents who have spare time and 
would like to volunteer in school.  

This could be listening to children read, gardening or working in the 
library. Please come along to find out what this involves. You can      
volunteer for an hour a week, 2 hours or a whole morning or afternoon.  

We are very grateful to our team of helpers who regularly help in 
school; they really do make a difference. The meeting will last about 30 
minutes. 

PTA 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported the cake sale   
today; those who donated 
cakes and those who bought 
cakes.  It was a great start to 
our  fundraising year. 

 

Year 5, your cake is next  - 9th October. 

 

Thank you to those who attended our AGM on Wednesday. Please 
see   below for the money made from events and how we spent it.  
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The three word access code this week is ova-het-bad 
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