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Thoughtful & A

Dear Parents,

This week it has been lovely to see that all the children have settled in to their new classes and new routines well. We
have seen some great learning across the school. This year, our whole-school text is Flower Block by Lanisha
Butterfield. We are very excited to see where this takes our learning and look forward to sharing some of our
fabulous writing with you soon.

Our assembly this week focused on our school values, behaviour expectations and the rewards we have in place to
celebrate positive behaviour and attitudes to learning.

We are looking forward to welcoming you next Wednesday 16th September for Working Together. Please wait on
the playground to be invited into the classroom at 8.50am. We expect to finish between 10.15/30am.

PTA Events Thank you to the PTA for providing tea/coffee and croissants for the Reception Coffee Morning this morning. Next week we have
the Year 6 Cake Off on Friday—we look forward to seeing you in the junior hall after school for what promises to be a delicious event!

End of day
We kindly ask that you leave promptly with your children once they have been handed over to you.

We have received a number of reports of children going off to play on the field after school. This has resulted in children becoming separated
from their parents, as well as occasional altercations between children, which can lead to friendship upsets.

Please be reminded that the field, Peace Garden, banks by the Infant playground and gym area are not available for use after school. Staff will
be asking children to leave these areas if they are found playing there.

We appreciate your support in ensuring that children leave the school site promptly and safely with their parents or carers. Gates will close at
3.30 promptly so that clubs can start and the site is secure.

Thank you for your understanding and support in this matter.
Have a lovely weekend

Mrs Aburrow

Attendance

As we are at the start of the new academic year, here are a few timely reminders on attendance. If your child is unwell and not able to attend
school, please leave a message on the voicemail (Option 1) by 9.00am Please be as specific as possible rather than saying your child is ‘sick’ or
‘unwell’. You need to do this for each day that your child is absent. You may receive a follow-up phone call from the class teacher. If your child
has a planned absence—medical appointment—please contact the school office on adminoffice@forestdale.croydon.sch.uk with a photo of the
appointment letter / reminder text before the appointment so that register is kept up to date. If you child is being collected during the school

day for the appointment, please put a note in your child’s contact book so the class team is aware of the early collection time. If your child has
to take time out of school for any other reason, you must complete our Leave of Absence form.

Excellent attendance is everyone’s responsibility. We know that every day in school matters. Regular, punctual attendance helps to build the
foundation for strong academic progress, confident learners and positive wellbeing. Each lesson connects to the next, and children who attend

consistently are more likely to thrive socially, emotionally and academically.

We work closely with families, Croydon Local Authority and education partners to promote outstanding attendance across our community. Our
aim is simple: remove barriers, provide support and ensure every child has the best possible chance to succeed.

Celebrating Attendance

Weekly Prize Winners from 3rd and 4th September

The lucky winners who had 100% attendance last week are: Ethan in Rowan, Niamh and Luca in EIm, Chloe in Beech and Theo in Larch.
Gates and punctuality—Beat the Bell!!

The classes that Beat the Bell last week were: Holly, Willow, Birch, Hazel, Hawthorn and Alder .
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In Class This Week

Reception This week the children have been busy exploring their new classroom and outdoor areas, getting to know their
friends and settling into our routines. We have been exploring our whole school text: 'Flower Block', and have enjoyed lots
of activities linked to the story. We have created beautiful sunflowers using paint and real sunflower seeds, as well as making
colourful flowers using toilet rolls and tissue paper! We have also begun our phonics learning and the children have been
fantastic at joining in with their new sounds and activities. A fantastic first week for our Reception cohort!

Year 1 children have settled well into their new classrooms and routines. In English, we have enjoyed reading our whole-school
text, Flower Block by Lanisha Butterfield and using adjectives to describe the nouns in the story. In maths, the children have
been sorting objects in different ways. In art, the children have loved experimenting with colour mixing and have created a
piece of artwork in the style of Jasper Johns.

Year 2 have had a fantastic first full week! In maths, we have been learning to recognise the tens and ones in two-digit
numbers, using a range of practical resources to help us partition numbers in different ways. In English, we have been reading
Flower Block and working in groups to act out different parts of the text. We have been thinking carefully about how the
characters might be feeling and using this to bring our performances to life. It has been a busy and exciting week, and we are
very proud of the children’s enthusiasm and hard work!

What a wonderful week of learning we have had in Year 3! The children have been busy exploring new ideas, developing their
skills and showing lots of enthusiasm across the curriculum. In English, we have been exploring the book Flower Block by
Lanisha Butterfield. The children have been thinking carefully about the characters and the conversations they might have with
one another. We have particularly enjoyed developing our oracy skills through role-play. The children took on different roles
and practised conversations, thinking about how we use our voices, vocabulary and body language to communicate
effectively. In maths, we have been developing our understanding of numbers by counting in 10s and 100s. The children used
practical resources, including Base 10 equipment, to represent numbers and help them understand how numbers increase in
groups of tens and hundreds. Science has been very hands-on this week! The children created their own skeletons and ex-
plored the important role skeletons play in supporting our bodies. In history, we have started exploring prehistory and learning
about timelines. The children created their own timelines using toilet rolls, with each section representing 1,000 years. This
was a fun and practical way to help them understand the huge lengths of time involved in prehistory.

What a fantastic first full week of Year 4! The children have settled into their new year group wonderfully and have already
shown great enthusiasm for their learning. In English, we planted seeds as part of our exciting hook for Flower Block and then
wrote beautiful setting descriptions of Jeremiah’s garden, using vivid vocabulary and expanded noun phrases to bring it to life.
In History, we began our new topic by exploring the buildings of Ancient Rome and discovering what they can tell us about
Roman life. In PSHE, we focused on the importance of resilience, discussing how we can overcome challenges and hurdles
when things don't go as planned. In art, we have also been exploring tints and shades, experimenting with colour and learning
how to create different tones in our artwork. It has been a brilliant start to the year and we are so proud of how well the
children have settled in!

Year 5 have had a brilliant start to the year and we are very proud of all of them for being so resilient, positive and
aspirational. We have dived straight into an exciting curriculum! In English, our whole school text 'Flower Block' began with
planting seeds for our own community garden. We are working on using emotive language, using role-play to develop our un-
derstanding of character's thoughts and feelings and have already written dialogue, a monologue and a letter. In science, we
explored the definition of a mixture by creating our own mixtures and researching others. In art, we loved drawing continuous
line portraits (very amusing) and learning about artist Frieda Kahlo who will inspire our own self-portraits in a few weeks! Fi-
nally, in history, we looked at various sources to discover more about who the Vikings were and what they represented. A
fun-filled, action-packed week! Well done all!

In Year 6, we have been planning a narrative based on our whole-school text, Flower Block. We have also been practising
retelling the story orally to an audience, making sure we include plenty of detail and interesting vocabulary. In science, we
started our new topic on classification. We learned about Carl Linnaeus and his system for classifying different organisms into
groups. In computing, we explored secret codes and learned how to decode messages written using ciphers. This linked to our
History topic on World War ll, as ciphers were used by the armed forces to communicate. We even had a go at creating and
writing our own secret coded messages!



Key Dates 2026
Term dates are on the school website here.

The school calendar is on the website here. You can subscribe

to our feed to have all our diary dates automatically appear in

your Outlook, ical or Gmail account.

Subscribe here

Tuesday 15th September Year 6 height & weight checks
Wednesday 16th September Working Together 8.50am
Wednesday 16th September PTA AGM 3.30pm

Friday 18th September School Council Elections Year 2 to Year 6

Friday 18th September Year 6 Cake Off

Wednesday 23rd September Individual & sibling photos
Thursday 24th September Volunteer Coffee Morning
Monday 28th September Harvest Assembly

Tuesday 6th October Year 4 Roman Day

School Council Elections

Children in years 2 to 6 will have the opportunity to elect their school
council representative at the forthcoming election. Children who
would like to be considered should complete the manifesto form and
return it to school by Tuesday 15th September. On Thursday 17th,
they will share their ideas with the class ready for the elections on
Friday 18th September.

Volunteer Coffee Morning

We are holding a Coffee Morning at 8.50am on Thursday 24th
September for any parents and grandparents who have spare time
and would like to volunteer in school.

This could be listening to children read, gardening or working in the
library. Please come along to find out what this involves. You can
volunteer for an hour a week, 2 hours or a whole morning or
afternoon.

We are very grateful to our team of helpers who regularly help in

school; they really do make a difference. The meeting will last about
30 minutes.

Wednesday 7th October Year 6 WWII artefact handling

Vegetable Celebration
For the first half of term, Broccoli is the vegetable that we are celebrating. Those

fabulous little ‘trees’ are packed with healthy goodness which are important because:

Strong Bones and Teeth: High amounts of vitamin K, calcium, and phosphorus work
together to build and strengthen growing bones.

Immune Support: Packed with vitamin C, broccoli helps protect us against germs, fights

infections, and heals

minor scrapes.

Brain Development: Nutrients like folate (vitamin B9) and kaempferol aid in healthy
brain function, cell growth, and sharp thinking.

Here are some easy recipes to make using broccoli. Click on the picture of the recipe.
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Broccoli poppers
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Cheesy broccoli bites

Breakfast muffins

If you make any of these, or any other recipe using broccoli, please send in a photo of the
finished dish for us to display in the dining hall.

Harvest Donations

On Monday, 28th September, we will be celebrating our Harvest Festival with a whole
school assembly. We are delighted to welcome Rev Gentilella from St Mary's Church,

Addington, who will lead the service for us.

We would be grateful if children could bring gifts of non-perishable food items,
toiletries and household items which we will share between the Vine Food Bank in
New Addington and our own Forestdale Hub. Donations of the following would be
gratefully received.

Essential Tinned Foods: Meat, fish, vegetables, soup, baked beans, chopped to
matoes, fruit, and tinned puddings (rice pudding or custard).

Packet & Dry Goods: Pasta, rice, noodles, instant mash, biscuits, breakfast cereals,
porridge, and long-life sauces.

Long-Life Drinks: UHT milk, fruit juice, squash, tea bags, and jarred instant coffee.
Emergency Toiletries: Shower gel, shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, and feminine hygiene products.

Household Basics: Washing-up liquid, laundry detergent, toilet roll, and small
household cleaning items.

Please ensure that the use by dates are valid. Children can start to bring items to
school from next Monday.

Working Together

Our Working Together parent workshop will take
place on Wednesday 16th September. Please wait
on the playground to be invited into the classroom
at 8.50am. We expect to finish between
10.00/15am. If you have not already done so,
please can you indicate your attendance on the
form here. One adult per child although you can
move between children. There will be a short break
for tea and coffee. This is an opportunity for you to
find out about this term’s learning and how you can
support your child at home.

White Rose Maths
The three word access code this week is apt-fib-wuz

Flu Immunisations
The school nurses will be on site to administer the
flu immunisation on Thursday 19th November.

Please use the link provided to access the elec-
tronic consent form: http://
cypcis.kingstonandrichmond.nhs.uk/flu/2026/
croydon

The deadline for submitting your e-consent form
is: Friday 13th November.

Please complete one consent form for each child
to ensure your child receives their vaccination

Nasal and injectable (porcine gelatine free) flu vac-
cination will be offered and the parent can make
an informed choice on the consent form.

Please complete the consent form even if you de-
cide you do not want to vaccinate your child
against flu this year.

Tel: 020 3903 3360 Email:
krft.croydonimms@nhs.net
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