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Welcome Back 
We are pleased to welcome you back and hope that you enjoyed some rest and relaxation over the summer break.  We are looking forward to 
another great term;  teachers have planned an exciting term of learning.   We are all here to ensure that your children are happy at Forestdale 
and thrive socially, emotionally and academically.  We welcome all new families to Forestdale and a special welcome to our Reception        
children. A warm welcome to Miss Fairall who joins our teaching team.  
Over the summer  we completed a number of works to improve the school. You will have seen outside the Year 1 are has had soft play surface 
put down to enable them to use it all year round. A huge thank you to all of you as the money you spend at PTA events has paid for this.     
Inside the Year 1 classes were painted.  
We would like to say a huge thank you to Mr Brady, who has children in Reception, 
Year 3 and Year 5, who came in with his work colleagues and cleared the pond area 
and painted classrooms.  
Thank you to Ms Szlejf who also came in and did some more work in the Wilderness.  
Thank you also goes to Mr Warden who supplied for free and filtered drinking taps 
all around the school! 
 
In July the Leadership team and governors worked on the plans for improvement for the school for the academic year 2026-27 and I wanted 
to share them with you so that you know how you can support our improvement agenda.  

This year, our school continues to focus on three key priorities to ensure that we live up to our motto— 

All Different, All Special and All Achieving. 

All Different – Key Priority 1 focuses on continuing to improve Literacy outcomes across the school, including developing strong oracy skills 
across all curriculum subjects. During our recent INSET day, staff spent time exploring what exploratory talk is and how we can explicitly teach 
children to use talk to develop their thinking. Exploratory talk encourages children to explain their ideas, ask questions, build on the ideas of 
others and respectfully challenge different viewpoints. By giving children regular opportunities to talk, reason and think together, we are  
helping them to develop greater confidence in expressing themselves, deepen their understanding and strengthen their vocabulary. 

All Special – Key Priority 2 focuses on raising the attainment of identified groups so that every child can thrive, feel valued and truly belong. 
Over the past year, teachers have worked hard to adapt and develop the curriculum to meet the needs of all learners, ensuring that children 
are supported to access learning, overcome barriers and achieve their potential. This work will continue to be a key focus this year, with staff 
carefully considering how we can remove barriers to learning and provide the right level of support and challenge for every child. 

All Achieving – Key Priority 3 focuses on improving the quality of teaching across the curriculum, with a particular focus on embedding Maths 
Mastery. All classes from Year 2 upwards already teach mathematics using a mastery approach and this year we are building on this strong 
foundation to further embed and strengthen the approach across the school. We will continue to develop consistency in how we teach    
mathematical concepts, ensuring that children develop secure understanding, mathematical fluency and confidence, while having                
opportunities to reason, explain their thinking and make connections.  

Together, these priorities reflect our commitment to ensuring that every child is supported, challenged and given the opportunity to flourish. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Aburrow 

End of the day                                                                                                

By now you will be used to the new collection point for your child.  

Please note that children will be released to parents in queue order. 

This is to ensure that  a child has been released to the appropriate 

family. Thank you for your patience and   cooperation on this matter. 

The two exit gates are Woodpecker Mount and the gate on Public 

Path 529. A reminder that Infants come out at 3.15pm and Juniors at 

3.20pm. Gates will close promptly at 3.30pm.  

Fantastic Reception                                                                                     

Well done to Holly and Willow classes who have had an amazing first 

two days in school. Thank you to our brilliant Reception team and to 

our parents for ensuring such a smooth transition. 
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Working Together                                                                                              
Our Working Together parent workshop will take place on 
Wednesday 16th September. Please wait on the playground to be 
invited into the classroom at 8.50am. We expect to finish           
between 10.00/15am. If you have not  already done so, please 
can you indicate your attendance on the form here. One adult per 
child although one parent can move between children. There will 
be a short break in-between for tea and coffee. This is an oppor-
tunity for you to find out about this term’s learning and how you 
can support your child at home.  

White Rose Maths                                                                                                      

The three word access code this week is zip-nut-pen 

https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfU-VFRuNgdgigqDBnjlmDZe-tDo3OC_iqxslHJKjSGcv2mvA/viewform?usp=header


School Lunches 

A reminder that lunches are free for all children in school. Please have  a 

look at the menu on the school website here. Packed lunches should be 

healthy and nut free.  

 

 

Parent Wellbeing Sessions                                                                           
Miss Holland-Skinner, our Home School Support Worker, will hold 
her first Wellbeing Session for parents for this term on Wednesday  
9th September .                         

You can make an appointment to either have her call you or you 
can come in and meet her in person. Please book your appointment 
on Arbor. Please remember that you can speak to Miss Holland-
Skinner about anything that is causing your or your child worry or 
stress.  

Key Dates 2026 

Term dates are on the school website here.  

The school calendar is on the website here. You can subscribe to 
our feed to have all our diary dates  automatically appear in  
your Outlook, ical or Gmail account.  

Subscribe here 

 

Tuesday 15th September Year 6 height & weight checks 

Wednesday 16th September Working Together 8.50am 

Wednesday 16th September PTA AGM 3.30pm 

Friday 18th September  School Council Elections Year 2 to Year 6 

Wednesday 23rd September Individual & sibling photos 

Wednesday 14th October Parent consultation meetings 

Thursday 15th October Parent consultations meetings 

Thursday 22nd October PTA Neon Disco 3.15pm—4.30pm 

Friday 23rd October Inset Day—school closed. 

School Photographs                                                                                        
Individual and sibling photos will be done on Wednesday, 23rd          
September.   

After School Clubs 

Our after school clubs will start from week beginning 14th September. 

Details on the clubs available can be found on the school website 

here. Booking on Arbor opens at 7.00pm on Tuesday 8th September. 

Mrs Khialani would love to see some more boys signing up for her 

Drama Club.  

Clubs run by school staff will not run during week beginning 12th   

October due to the Parent Consultation Meetings. 

School Council Elections 

Children in years 2 to 6 will have the opportunity to elect their school 

council representative at the forthcoming election. Children who 

would like to be considered should complete the manifesto form and 

return it to school by Tuesday 15th September. On Thursday 17th, 

they will share their ideas with the class ready for the elections on 

Friday 18th September.  

https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/docs/School-Meals/Spring_Summer_2026.pdf
https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/Calendar/
https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/Term-Dates/
https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/Calendar/
https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/Calendar/
https://www.forestdale.croydon.sch.uk/Clubs/Clubs/

